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Am erican  Fores t  Founda t ion  (AFF)  
2021 S tandards  of Sus ta inability  

 
S tandards  Pro logue 

The  Am erican Forest Foundation’s  (AFF) 2021 Standards  of Sus ta inability for Forest 
Certification (Standards) prom ote the  health and  sus tainability of Am erica’s  fam ily forests . 
These  Standards a re  des igned as  a  tool to  he lp  woodland owners  be e ffective s tewards of 
the  land as  they adaptively m anage renewable resources; prom ote environm enta l, 
econom ic and  social benefits ; and  work to increase  public understanding  of susta inable  
fores try.  The  Standards  a re  based on  in terna tional sus ta inability m etrics  and North 
Am erican guidelines  for sus tainable  fores t  m anagem ent  and  serve  as  the  basis  for the 
Am erican Tree  Farm  Sys tem ® (ATFS) certifica tion  program . The ATFS certifica tion  program  
is  in te rnationally endorsed  by the Program m e for the  Endorsem ent of Forest Certifica tion 
(PEFC™).  

Landow ners  and qua lified  na tura l resource  professiona ls  who follow the  Standards  are  
encouraged to  prom ote  the  Am erican Tree  Farm  System ® program  by disp laying 
appropriate  s igns and participating in relevant program  activities . Landowners  following 
these  Standards a re  recognized as  am bassadors  for exem plary woodland s tewardship. 
 

How  to Use  the Standards  

The  Standards  are  des igned  to accom m odate  the  range  and divers ity of fam ily and  sm all 
to  m id-s ized  woodlands . As such, the AFF Standards  should be  utilized  adaptive ly and as  
appropriate  for the s ize, scale  and in tensity of the  woodlands and  opera tions . 
 
S tructure  and Dem onstra ting Conform ance 
Each of the  eight S tandards  of Sus tainability addresses  aspects  of susta inable  fores t  
m anagem ent . Moving from  genera l to  specific, each Standard incorpora tes  perform ance 
m easures  and  indica tors  to  illustra te  conform ance . All com ponents  of each  Standard apply 
to  every property certified under the AFF Standards . Because the indica tor is  the m os t 
specific, it is  the m os t explicit e lem ent for dem ons tra ting or evalua ting  conform ance.  
 
A s tandard is  an  overarching  princip le  of sustainability.  
A perform ance m easure  refines  the Standard’s  in tent and describes  cons iderations and 
pa thways for conform ance .  
An indica tor identifies  specific actions  or activities  tha t dem onstrate  conform ance. 
 
Level of Requirem ent  
Perform ance  m easures  and  indica tors  tha t include  the  word  “shall”  a re  considered core 
e lem ents  required for certifica tion  under the Am erican  Tree Farm  System ®.  
 
Perform ance m easures  and indica tors  that include the word “should”  draw on personal 
and  professiona l judgm ent of landow ners , qualified na tura l resource profess ionals , 
qua lified ATFS inspectors  and th ird-party assessors . These e lem ents  a llow for la titude in 



Approved by AFF Board of Trustees November 10, 2020 
 

2 | P a g e  
 

im plem enta tion  to  the  grea tes t practica l extent in  given  circum stances  and  are  jus tifiab le 
in  a  third-party verifica tion  process . 

 
 
Form at of the Standards    
Bold  type  throughout th is  docum ent denotes  words or phrases  defined  in the a ttached  
g lossary. 
 
Who Uses  the  Standards? 
The  Standards  are  used by a  wide range of people . Landow ners  use  the  Standards  to  guide 
the ir m anagem ent. Qualified na tural resource profess ionals  use  the  Standards  to support 
and  inform  landow ners  in  deve loping  m anagem ent  plans  and im plem enting susta inable  
fores t  m anagem ent  on the  ground. Qualified  ATFS inspectors  and  group m anagers  use  the  
Standards to conduct fie ld inspections and m anagem ent  p lan evalua tions to  dete rm ine 
conform ance  tha t qualifies  a  property for certifica tion . Fina lly, third-party assessors  review 
opera tions  and  m anagem ent  plans  to  verify conform ance  with the  Standards, as  
prescribed  by ATFS policies  and  procedures . 
 
Guidance  
Guidance s ta tem ents  appear throughout this  docum ent and  a re  in tended to  inform  the 
landow ner, the  qua lified  ATFS inspector and  the  th ird-party assessor about the  inten t of 
the  Standard and how it m ay be  applied on-the-ground.  Guidance s ta tem ents  are  not the 
Standards  and are  not cons idered norm ative  language . 
 
Qualified  ATFS Inspectors  and  third-party assessors  a re  cautioned  to apply the  Standards 
as  written , avoid personal preferences and  seek evidence of conform ance . Qualified  ATFS 
Inspectors  and third-party assessors  are  urged to respect the landow ner’s  opportunity for 
crea tive  solu tions  and adapt ive  m anagem ent  em bodied in the Standards . 
 
Docum enta tion   
The  Standards  and  respective  guidance  were des igned  to recognize  and  support on-the-
ground s tewardship . Throughout th is  docum ent, landow ners  a re  encouraged to deve lop 
and re ta in docum ents  re la ted to  the ir m anagem ent activities . Docum ents  should  be 
re ta ined for three years , as  a  genera l ru le  of thum b, although som e landow ners  m ay reta in 
docum ents  m uch longer, while  o ther m ay not re tain  docum ents  a t a ll. Qualified  ATFS 
inspectors  and third-party assessors  a re  advised  to view docum enta tion  as  supplem enta l 
evidence supporting on-the-ground perform ance, ra ther than a  proof point for 
conform ance .  
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Standard  1: Com m itm ent  to  Pract icing  Susta inable  Fores t ry 

Landow ner dem ons tra tes  com m itm ent to  fores t  hea lth  and  susta inability by developing a  
fores t m anagem ent  p lan , im plem enting  sus ta inable  practices , and seeking  opportunities  
to  expand their knowledge  and  unders tanding of sus tainable  fores t m anagem ent.  
 

Perform ance  Measure 1.1  

Landow ner sha ll have and  im plem ent a  written  fores t m anagem ent  plan  cons is ten t 
with  the  s ize  of the fores t and the scale  and intens ity of the fores t activities . 

 
GUIDANCE 
The  m anagem ent  p lan  m ay include several separa te  docum ents  tha t, taken together, 
cons titu te  the m anagem ent  p lan. Managem ent  plans  vary wide ly and  m ay encom pass  a  
wide range  of form ats , language  s tyles  and docum ent types, including  em erging  dig ita l 
technologies  and o ther tools  tha t illustrate  evidence  of p lanning .  
 
Um bre lla  m anagem ent  p lans m ay be  utilized  in  the m anagem ent of m ultiple  parce ls  and 
ownerships . Landow ners  or their designa ted  representa t ives  and  qua lified  natural 
resource profess ionals  a re  advised to  se lect language that bes t re flects  landow ner’s  
objectives  and  property circum stances . Cons idera tion of specific conditions  (s ize , scale  and 
in tensity of property and  operations), landow ner capacities , access  to  resource 
professiona l support and  nonlite ral in te rpretations a re  advised.  
 

Indicator 1.1.1 
Managem ent  plan sha ll be active , adaptive and  em body the landow ner’s  current 
objectives , rem ain  appropriate  for the  land certified and reflect the current s ta te  of 
knowledge about na tura l resources  and  sus tainable  fores t  m anagem ent . 

 
 
GUIDANCE 
The  m anagem ent  p lan’s  de tail should  re flect the  fores t and  habita t com plexity of the 
property as  well as  the  m anagem ent intensity p lanned for the  property. The  Standards do 
not require  a  prescribed  m anagem ent  plan inform ation s tructure  or h ie rarchy. The p lan 
preparer has  cons iderable  la titude in developing  the m anagem ent  p lan , or its  com pos ition 
of parts , a t a  leve l of com plexity tha t reflects  the  landow ner’s  object ives  and  provides  for 
an  accura te  m ethod of prescrib ing  any planned trea tm ents  or activities  on  the  property. A 
m ore  form al or s tructured  sys tem  is  appropria te  for larger collections of properties, 
whether under one  ownership  or part of an independent ly m anaged group (IMG) s tructure .  
A group m anager should  have a  system  in  place to a llow tim ely retrieva l and editing  of 
m anagem ent p lans  under h is /her au thority and  responsib ility. Handwritten notes  to  the 
p lan  a re  acceptable  as  indica tions  of updates  to  the p lan for individual properties .  
 
The  na ture  of adapt ive m anagem ent  requires  that the  landow ner or h is /her designa ted 
representat ive not be bound to fo llow the  m anagem ent  plan prescrip tions when 
circum stances influencing the property and its  m anagem ent have changed or when the 
landow ner’s  object ives  change .  Exam ples  of such  changes  include  changes  in  fam ily 
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circum stances , the  sale  or acquis ition  of lands included in  the  certifica te  and  d is turbance 
from  storm s , fires , pes ts  or d isease outbreaks . Forestry involves  dea ling with dynam ic 
na tura l sys tem s  and som e accom m odations  m ay be  necessary for na tura l events  such  as 
fires , flooding or wind dam age, as  well as  the  landow ners’ personal circum stances. To 
respond to such  events , m anagem ent  p lans m us t be active  and adaptive  in  nature , as  
indicated  in  Indica tor 1.1.1. While  the  m anagem ent  plan  is  not expected  to  address  a ll 
poss ib le  face ts  of s ta te-of-the-art fores try or habita t m anagem ent, the  p lan is  expected to  
avoid  forestry or wild life  m anagem ent practices  tha t do not support sus tainable  fores t  
m anagem ent .  For exam ple, a  p lan  tha t prescribes  practices  to  m axim ize  short-term  
incom e should not com prom ise  long-te rm  fores t  health  or res ilience .  
 

Indicator 1.1.2  
Managem ent  plans sha ll describe current fores t conditions, landow ner’s  current 
object ives , m anagem ent activities  a im ed a t achieving  landow ner’s  object ives , 
docum ent a  feas ible  s tra tegy for activity im plem enta tion and include a  m ap 
accura tely depicting  s ignificant fores t-rela ted resources . 
 
The  fores t m anagem ent  plan  sha ll dem onstra te  cons idera tion of the  fo llowing 
resource e lem ents: fores t  health, soil, water, wood and fiber production , threa tened 
or endangered  species , specia l s it es , invas ive  species  and  forest s  of recognized 
im portance . Where present and re levant to  the  property, the  plan sha ll describe 
m anagem ent activities  re la ted to these  resource  e lem ents .  
 
Where  present, re levant to  the property and cons is tent with landow ner’s  object ives , 
the  plan preparer should  cons ider, describe and  eva luate  the fo llowing resource 
e lem ents : fire , wetlands , des ired species , recrea tion, conversion , fores t aes thetics , 
b iom ass and  carbon.  

 
GUIDANCE 
Current conditions m ay be described in genera l term s, including  age , species  and 
com pos ition, or identified  in accom panying m aps  and inventories . The  depth of narrative 
and  level of deta il in  current condition descriptions  m ay vary wide ly with  access  to  technical 
support, p roperty a ttributes  and  the sca le and  in tensity of m anagem ent. Third-party 
assessors  are  encouraged to  recognize  a  range  of approaches  in  assessing  current 
condition  descriptions .   
 
The  p lan m ust clearly describe landowner’s  current objectives . Landow ner object ives  a re  
concise , high-level s ta tem ents  of what the landow ner hopes to accom plish through his  or 
her m anagem ent. Landowners  are  encouraged, but not required, to  seek educa tion 
opportunities , such as  written m ateria ls , landowner workshops  and  fie ld  days , as  well as  
consult qualified natura l resource professiona ls  as  they identify their objectives . 
Landowners  a re  encouraged to locate  sources  for these  refe rences  in  the ir s ta te . Loca l S tate  
Tree  Farm  Com m ittees  can  provide  a  grea t resource  to landowners  and  m ay be found on 
the  ATFS website :  h ttps ://www.treefarm sys tem .org/s ta te -tree-farm -program s 
 
Landow ner object ives  m ay range  widely in language  s tyles  and  approaches , from  specific 
and  technical to  general and  nontechnical. For exam ple, som e plans  m ay describe  specific 

https://www.treefarmsystem.org/state-tree-farm-programs
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fores t conditions (fas t-growing conife r s tands, m ixed hardwood bottom land fores ts , o lder 
fores ts  of longleaf pine, e tc.) or genera l goals  for the property (good habita t for anim als , a 
hea lthy fores t, e tc.) the  landow ner is  a ttem pting  to achieve.  
 
S tra tegies  for achieving  the  landow ner’s  object ives  should  be reflected  in  the  body of the 
p lan . For exam ple , if the  landow ner’s  objective  is  to  increase the occurrence  of wildlife  on 
the  property, the m anagem ent  plan  is  expected  to  prescribe  m anagem ent activities  that 
will enhance, or a t least m ain ta in, suitable  habita t.  
 
The  p lan  m ust specifically m ention  the  required  topics  (fores t  hea lth, so il, water, wood and 
fiber production, threatened  or endangered  species, specia l s it es , invas ive  species  and 
fores t s  of recognized im portance).  If there  is  no  occurrence of an a ttribute  on the required 
topic lis t (threa tened or endangered species , for exam ple), the p lan should  s ta te  tha t the  
a ttribute  is  not present on  the subject property and  describe the consulta tion or m eans by 
which the de term ina tion  was m ade. For exam ple , a  plan m ay s ta te  tha t, “Based on fie ld  
review of the property and  review of the  s ta te  na tural heritage  database  on  XX date , no  
threa tened or endangered  species  a re  known to  be present on the property.”  For 
requirem ents  and  guidance  on  required e lem ents  and  consulta tion  options  regard ing 
fores t  health, th reatened  or endangered species , forest s  of recognized  im portance and 
specia l s it es , please  re fer to  Standards  5 and  7, respective ly.  
 
If a ttributes  such  as  fire , wetlands, desired  species , recreation, aesthe tic quality, biom ass 
or carbon are  present on  the  property and  a ligned  with  the  landow ner’s  object ives , the 
landow ner or designa ted  representa t ive  m ay cons ider inclusion  of these  e lem ents  in  his  
or her m anagem ent  p lan .    
 
There  is  no  requirem ent for leve l of de tail around optiona l e lem ents . Addressing  the 
a ttribute  m ay be as  s im ple  as  saying  tha t, “The  a ttribute  will be pro tected  during  all forest 
opera tions  in  com pliance  with  applicable  regula tions .”   Alterna tely, the  p lan  preparer m ay 
provide a  deta iled descrip tion of the m anagem ent actions or protections specific to  the 
a ttribute . 
 
A property recently covered  by a  written  m anagem ent  plan  will no t necessarily have  
evidence  of plan  perform ance .   
 
Managem ent  plans can  present a  suite  of options to landow ners  for the ir cons idera tion . 
ATFS does  not view m anagem ent  plans  as  a  s trict blueprin t for landow ner action, ra ther 
tha t  m anagem ent  p lans  a re  adaptive and respons ive to a  num ber of factors . Qualified 
ATFS inspectors  and th ird-party assessors  should  contem pla te  the fo llowing ques tion 
when assessing the conform ance of a  m anagem ent  p lan to the AFF Standards : does  the 
fa ilure  to  perform  the plan-action constitu te  a  breach  of sus tainability for this  property? If 
the  answer is  no , then , the  landow ner is  not out of conform ance. If the  answer is  yes , this  
is  an issue  tha t needs  to  be  addressed . 
 

Indicator 1.1.3 
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The Landow ner should  m onitor for changes  tha t could inte rfe re  with  the 
m anagem ent objectives  as  s ta ted  in  m anagem ent  plan .  
 
GUIDANCE 
Monitoring for individua l landow ners  or designa ted  representa t ives  can  be achieved  by 
vis iting the property on a  regular basis , riding  through it o r walking the  tra ils . This  can be 
done  annually or m ore  or less  frequently depending  on  the  individua l circum stances 
(reg ion, so ils , risk of invas ive  species , risk of pes t outbreaks, e tc.). 
 
Landow ners  and des igna ted  representa t ives  a re  encouraged to  keep  a  written record of 
m onitoring observa tions  to re flect and docum ent changing conditions-- including  the 
presence of invas ive species , pest or d isease or s torm  dam age-- a long with m anagem ent 
activities . In  addition , these  records  m ay also  be  used  to  defend aga inst adverse  possess ion 
cla im s , subs tantia te  any casua lty losses  and  enable  tim ely response  to  trespass , illega l 
dum ping, tim ber theft and  insect or d isease  outbreaks.  Records  of m onitoring  m ay be 
inform al, such as  handwritten notes , and could  include photos , dig ita l technologies , on line 
tools  such as  www.m ylandplan .org and o ther em erging m edia .  
Landow ners  a re  encouraged to update  m anagem ent  plans based  on m onitoring.  
 
A m anagem ent  plan is  considered current if it rem ains  consis ten t with the landow ner’s  
object ives  and the conditions  on the ground, regard less  of when the p lan  was  written . 
  

http://www.mylandplan.org/
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Standard  2: Com pliance  w ith  Law s 

Fores t  m anagem ent  activities  com ply with a ll re levant federa l, s ta te  and loca l laws , 
regula tions and  ordinances . 
 
Perform ance  Measure 2.1  

Landow ner sha ll com ply with a ll re levant federa l, s ta te , county and m unicipal laws , 
regula tions and  ordinances  governing  forest  m anagem ent  activities . 

 
GUIDANCE 
The  Standard  only applies  to  laws, regula tions  and  ord inances  re lated  to  forest 
m anagem ent activities  taking p lace on the property.  
 
Landow ners  or des igna ted  representa t ives  should  em ploy the m axim , “When in doubt, 
ask.”  Com m on fores t m anagem ent activities  tha t a re  regula ted  in  m any s ta tes  include 
conserva tion  of s ta te  and  federally protected species  and their habita t, p rescribed  burning , 
pes t icide  applica tion , harves ting , road  build ing , pond cons truction  and  s tream  crossings.  
 
Exce llent professiona l resources  a re  available  a t local na tura l resource  agency offices . 
Please  consult the  resource  pages on  the  ATFS website  and  at www.m ylandplan.org for 
additiona l he lp on  re levant federa l and  s ta te  laws  and regula tions .  
 

Indicator 2.1.1 
Landow ner sha ll com ply with a ll re levant laws , regulations  and ordinances  and  will 
correct conditions  tha t led  to  adverse  regula tory act ions, if any. 

 
GUIDANCE 
Full legal com pliance with  re levant laws, regula tions and  ord inances  is  the inten t of the 
Standard .  Mis takes  m ay occur in  carrying  out fores t m anagem ent activities .  Landow ners  
m us t be  com m itted  to correcting inadverten t vio lations.  A pattern  of willfu l viola tion of 
re levant laws, regulations  or ord inances  is  not acceptable . 
 
If there  is  evidence  of pas t nonconform ance, then  the  landow ner m us t show proof of a  
good-fa ith  effort to  rem edy the  nonconform ance .  If the  m atte r is  tied  up  in  court, then the 
landow ner is  only disqua lified when a  final adverse judgm ent is  rendered and  the 
landow ner refuses  to  com ply with the ruling. 
Com pliance  with  all re levant (applicable) laws  can  be  verified by a  three-tie red  process: 

S tep  1 – Observation of conditions on  the  subject property 
Step  2 – The landow ner’s  verba l or written claim  of legal com pliance 
Step  3 – Research  with  the  s ta te  Departm ent of Natural Resources , loca l Natura l 
Resource  Conservation Service office  or S tate  Fores try Com m iss ion offices 

 
If S tep 1 and Step 2 do  not ra ise  any issues , then the qua lified ATFS inspector or th ird-
party assessor is  not required  to  em ploy Step 3. 
 

Indicator 2.1.2 

http://www.treefarmsystem.org/
http://www.mylandplan.org/
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Landow ner should  obta in  advice  from  appropriate  qua lified  natura l resource 
professiona ls  or qua lified  contractors  who are  tra ined in , and fam ilia r with , re levant 
laws, regulations and ord inances. 

 
GUIDANCE 
Landowners  are  advised  to  engage  qua lified  na tura l resource  professiona ls  and  qualified 
cont ractors , licensed  pes t icide  applicators  and  o ther tra ined  profess iona ls  to  support 
regula tory com pliance.  
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S tandard  3: Refores tat ion  and  Afforesta t ion 

Landow ner com ple tes  tim ely res tocking of des ired species  of trees  on a  regenera t ion 
harves t  s ite  and  nonstocked areas  where  tree  growing is  consis tent with  land  use practices  
and  the landow ner’s  object ives .   
 
Perform ance  Measure 3.1  

Refores tation or a ffores ta tion  shall be achieved  by a  su itab le  process  that ensures  
adequate  s tocking  leve ls . 

 
Indicator 3.1.1  
Refores tation  or a ffores ta tion  sha ll achieve  adequate  s tocking  of des ired  species  
re flecting  the  landow ner’s  object ives, within  five  years  after regenera t ion  harves t , 
o r an appropria te  tim e fram e for loca l conditions , or within a  tim e in te rva l as  
specified  by applicable  regula tion 

 
GUIDANCE 
The  landow ner or des igna ted representa t ive  should  ask h is  or her qualified na tura l 
resource  professiona l or check with  the  s ta te  agency responsib le  for fores try ass is tance  to 
find out if there  is  a  re fores ta tion law in  place, and  if so , to  ensure com pliance  with  it. 
 
Federa l and s ta te  re fores ta tion program s m ay provide guidance  regard ing adequate 
s tocking leve ls  tha t landow ners  m ay utilize  as  a  refe rence to support m anagem ent.  
However, certa in  wildlife  habita t m anagem ent reg im es m ay favor lower s tocking  ra tes  than  
the  cost-share  program  or s ilvicu ltura l guidelines  do .  Therefore, it is  im portan t to  m ake 
sure  the chosen  guidelines  fit the  forest conditions  and  are  consis ten t with landow ner 
object ives . 
 
Natura l regeneration s tocking assessm ents  should account for both  softwood and 
hardwood regenera tion and  should take p lace with in  the  norm ally accepted  tim e fram e for 
loca l conditions . 
 
For reforesta tion  and afforesta tion , use of na tive  and na tura lized  species  and loca l 
provenances  tha t a re  well-adapted  to s ite  conditions  is  preferred, where appropria te . A 
p lanta t ion m ay be estab lished to add econom ic value  and/or ecosys tem  services . If 
nonnative species  are  se lected, landow ner should  consult or seek guidance  from  qualified  
na tura l resource profess iona ls , such  as  agencies , academ ic ins titutions  or professiona l 
associations, to  ensure  tha t potentia l nega tive im pacts  on  the  ecosys tem  and on the gene tic 
in tegrity of native  species  and  local provenances  have  been  evalua ted , and  to  de term ine 
whether negative im pacts  can  be avoided  or m inim ized . Landow ners  should  avoid  use  of 
invas ive species  in  re fores ta t ion  and afforestat ion  efforts . 
 
Afforesta t ion with in an ecologica lly im portant non-fores t ecosystem , such  as  a  pea tland , 
is  like ly to be  extrem ely low. A landowner should  consult a  qua lified  na tural resource 
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professiona l to  ensure tha t conversion  of non-fores ted ecosystem s  to fores t does  not have 
a  long-te rm  negative im pact on  the  ecology. 
 
The  potentia l use  of b io technology and gene tica lly m odified  trees  is  an  evolving issue in 
US regulations and the  fie ld of fores try in United States . Genetic engineering m ay offe r 
new opportunities  for the  res toration of species , such as  the Am erican  chestnut, and o ther 
potentia l benefits  for the  res ilience  of forests . AFF recognizes  that m uch research  is  s till 
be ing  conducted  to  s tudy the  ecologica l cos t and  benefits  of genetica lly engineered trees  
and  regula tions  concern ing  forest bio technology continue to evolve.  Research  is  ongoing 
and  AFF will continue to  m onitor em erging  scien tific developm ents  in  th is  area , adjus ting 
guidance  for the ATFS Standards , where  appropria te .   
 
Use of genet ically m odified  t rees is  lim ited  to very specific applications of species  
res toration, in  accordance  with federal regulations. As  such , use  of gene t ically m odified 
t rees  by fam ily landowners  in  the US is  likely to be  extrem ely low during the 
im plem enta tion  period  of ATFS 2021 Standards . However, use  of genetically m odified  trees  
is  not supported under these s tandards , reflecting conform ance with PEFC requirem ents , 
which endorses  the  ATFS certifica tion  program . Most tree  fa rm er collaborators  with  The 
Am erican Chestnut Foundation deploy s tock tha t was  developed us ing traditiona l 
backcross  hybrids  tha t a re  not considered gene tically m odified  trees and  a re  acceptable . 
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Standard  4: Air, Water and  Soil Protect ion 

Fores t m anagem ent practices  m ainta in or enhance  the ecosys tem s and ecosystem  services 
provided  by the fores t, including  air, water, so il and s ite  quality. 

Perform ance  Measure 4.1  

Landow ner sha ll m eet or exceed practices  prescribed by s ta te  fores t ry best  
m anagem ent  pract ices  (BMPs) tha t a re  applicable  to  the  property. 

 
GUIDANCE 
Com pliance  with  a ll s t a te  fores t ry BMPs tha t apply to e lem ents  such  as  a ir, water, so il and 
s ite  qua lity a re  required  on  all ATFS certified properties , even  if voluntary in  the  s ta te  of 
practice . Landow ners  and  designa ted representa t ives  are  urged to secure a  copy of the 
s ta te  forest ry BMP guide  from  their s ta te  fores try agency and to  fam ilia rize  them selves  
with  the  guide lines  in  it for harves ting, road building , reforesta tion , habita t m anagem ent 
and  o ther fores t activities .  For m any s tates , this  inform ation is  availab le  free online and in 
prin ted form at. 
 
For s ta tes  with fores t practice  acts , the s ta tutes , adm inis trative rules  and  guidance for the 
acts  is  considered  the equiva lent of BMPs.  Where  the  Standards  note  s ta te  forestry BMP, 
the  inspector or third-party assessor should reference  the  forest practice  act in  s ta tes  where  
present. 
 

Indicator 4.1.1  
Landow ner sha ll im plem ent specific s ta te  fores t ry BMPs tha t a re  applicable  to  the 
property.  

 
GUIDANCE 
When p lanning  m anagem ent activities  that will cause  any so il dis turbance or require  
chem ical applica tion , the  BMP m anual for the s ta te  in  which the  property is  loca ted should 
be  consulted  and applicable  BMP m ethods em ployed.  

Exam ples  of activities  requiring BMP application:   
• Harves t p lanning – including block design , haul roads, skidder tra ils , s tream  

cross ings  and truck-loading  a reas  
• Refores tation des ign – m echanical or chem ical s ite  preparation, m achine  or hand 

p lanting 
• Construction and  m aintenance  of new and exis ting roads and  recrea tion  tra ils   
• Prescribed burning plans  – fire  lane construction, sm oke m anagem ent, agency 

notification 
 
No fie ld  evidence  of BMP im plem entation  is  expected  where  no  m anagem ent activity has  
occurred.  However, if the  property shows evidence  of water quality im pairm ent origina ting 
on  the property that is  not caused by the landow ner’s  or designa ted  representa t ive’s  
actions, the  landow ner is  s trongly encouraged to  have p lans for rem edia tion . 

Exam ples: 
• Landow ner purchases  a  tract with  a  fores t road  tha t is  e roding  soil into  a  water body. 
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• ATV riders  a re  trespass ing on the property and  are  crossing a  s tream  caus ing the 
banks  to e rode. 

• Garbage  is  being  dum ped on  the  property near a  s tream  crossing  and  som e of it is  
ge tting in to the s tream  during  high-water conditions . 

• Storm  dam age has  im paired  the  perform ance of road culverts . 
Indicator 4.1.2 
Landow ner sha ll m inim ize road  cons truction  and o ther so il d is turbances within 
riparian  zones  and wetlands . 
 

GUIDANCE 
Activities  in  riparian  zones  and  wetlands sha ll com ply with  applicable  BMPs. BMP m anuals  
a re  generally quite  de ta iled on  recom m ended practices  for road  cons truction and  other 
d is turbances of riparian zones .  If there  is  a  point of confus ion, the landow ner or designa ted 
representat ive is  advised  to consult with a  qua lified na tura l resource professiona l who is  
experienced in forest road  des ign  and ins talla tion . In som e s ta tes , perm its  m ay be  required 
for forest roads or other d is turbances that inte rsect a  riparian  zone . Landow ners should 
specify with qua lified cont ractors  that BMPs m ust be adhered to .  In  a ll cases , the prim ary 
concern  is  to  avoid contam ina ting  watercourses  that are  adjacent to  the  fores t activity. 
 
Perform ance  Measure 4.2  

Landow ner sha ll cons ider a  range of fores t m anagem ent activities  to  contro l pes ts , 
pa thogens  and unwanted  vege tation.  

 
Indicator 4.2.1 
Landow ner should  evalua te  a lte rnatives  to  pes t icides  for the  prevention  or contro l 
of pests , pa thogens  and  unwanted  vegeta tion  to achieve specific m anagem ent 
objectives . 

 
GUIDANCE 
Landow ners  or des igna ted  representat ives  should  consult with their s ta te  fores try agency 
or qua lified  na tural resource  profess ional to  learn  about the  range  of recom m ended 
m anagem ent techniques  for any particula r disease , invas ive species  or pest outbreak on 
the ir property. Links  to  these  resources  a re  ava ilable  a t the  ATFS webs ite .  
 
In tegrated  pes t  m anagem ent  (IPM) is  an  excellen t approach  to  controlling , suppressing  or 
preventing pests  and can  take m any form s. Preventative m easures , efforts  to  im prove 
fores t  hea lth  or, in  som e o ther way, pro tect the property from  injurious organism s are  often 
the  m os t practical and e ffective  approaches . Pes t icide  applications  m ay be  used  when 
o ther control m easures  a re  ineffective or im practical. 
 
While  landow ners  and des ignated representa t ives  a re  urged to take  feasib le  actions  to 
address  pests , pa thogens  and  unwanted  vegeta tion, third-party assessors  a re  advised that, 
in  som e cases , there  m ay be  no  feasib le  options  for contro lling a  pest or outbreak due to 
severity, sca le  and tim ing of onse t.  
 

Indicator 4.2.2  

https://www.treefarmsystem.org/
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Pes t icides  used shall be  approved by the Environm enta l Pro tection Agency (EPA) 
and applied, s tored and disposed of in  accordance  with EPA-approved labe ls  and by 
persons  appropriate ly tra ined , licensed and supervised. 

 
GUIDANCE 
The  Environm ental Pro tection  Agency (EPA) approves  the use  of pes t icides  for specific 
s ituations and  on  specific plan ts  or anim als , a t specified  applica tion  ra tes .  The  landow ner 
is  respons ible  for ensuring  tha t the p lanned use  of a  pest icide  is  in  com pliance  with  the 
EPA label requirem ents . Use of pesticides  should  be docum ented by the landowner or 
des igna ted representative . 
 
Please  consult the ATFS resource  page for links  to  the  EPA and o ther re levant resources  
for additiona l inform ation  on  EPA-approved pes t icides .  
 
In  m os t s ta tes , forestry chem icals  m ust be applied  by a  licensed  applica tor.  The  landow ner 
is  respons ible  for ensuring  tha t anyone applying  forestry use chem ica ls  is  in  com pliance 
with  s ta te  and  federa l regula tions .  In  som e s tates , landow ners  or designa ted 
representat ives  can apply certain pes t icides  on  their land without any specia l perm its  or 
licenses . In  others , they can  apply for and rece ive  a  license  or perm it to  apply fores try 
chem icals  on their own lands  according  to the  EPA label lim itations . In  any event, the 
requirem ents  for safe  use , s torage and  disposa l m us t be  m et by landow ners .  
 

Perform ance  Measure 4.3 
When used , prescribed  burns  shall conform  with  landow ner’s  object ives and  a ll 
applicable  ru les , laws , and  regulations . 

 
GUIDANCE 
In  m any s tates , the  s ta te  forestry agency em ploys  a  perm it system  for prescribed  burning.  
Many of these agencies  provide tra ining  for prescribed  burning tha t is  available  to  
landow ners  and designa ted  representat ives .  Successfu l com pletion  of a  prescribed 
burning  course is  often  required  before the s ta te  fores try agency will is sue  a  burning 
perm it.  Many s ta tes  regula te  the  am ount of open  burning that can  be conducted on  a  given 
day in a  county or m ulti-county zone .  
 
Prescribed  burning includes contro lled  burning  of piles , windrows  and broadcast fire  
applications.    
 
A prescribed  burning  plan  is  h ighly recom m ended, which  will include  reconnaissance  of 
the  burn ing block, es tim ates  of fuel condition, required weather conditions and adequate 
m eans  of controlling  the  fire  a fte r it is  set.  Oral d iscuss ion  of a  burn ing  p lan  with a ll o f the 
parties  involved , before the burn is  s ta rted on the  property, is  acceptable . A written burn ing 
p lan  record  is  not required  by the  Standards  but m ay be  required by the  s ta te  agency tha t 
regula tes  open burning in the s ta te . 
 
Qualified ATFS inspectors  and  th ird-party assessors  m ay verify com pliance through 
in te rviews  with  landow ners  or designa ted representa t ives  and observing  the  property.  
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The landow ner or des igna ted representa t ives  m ay have written records  to  support 
conform ance  cla im s but is  not required to do so . 
 

Indicator 4.3.1 
Prescribed  burns  shall conform  with  the  landow ner’s  object ives  and  s ta te  and  loca l 
laws and  regulations. 

 
GUIDANCE 
The  landow ner’s  plans and  good-faith  actions in  us ing prescribed  burns  should  conform  
to  the m anagem ent objectives  and  the  re levant laws and  regulations. 
 
Even the  best-la id  plans  m ay go  awry.  Qualified  Tree  Farm  inspectors  or assessors  a re  
advised  to  look for a  patte rn of responsible  use  of prescribed burns where it is  used.  
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Standard  5: Fish , Wildlife , Biodivers ity and Fores t  Health 

Fores t m anagem ent activities  contribute  to  the  conservation of b iodivers ity. 
Perform ance  Measure 5.1 

Fores t m anagem ent activities  sha ll p ro tect habita ts  and com m unities  occupied by 
threa tened or endangered  species  as  required by law. 

 
GUIDANCE 
Under the  Endangered Species  Act (ESA), landow ners  a re  required to  protect occupied 
habita t for threa tened or endangered  anim al species . If landow ners  or designa ted 
representat ives  becom e aware  of the  presence  of a  threa tened  or endangered  anim al 
species  on their property, it is  the ir duty to review the requirem ents  for protecting  the 
habita t for that species  and  to take appropria te  actions in  the m anagem ent of the ir property. 
Under ATFS certifica tion , landow ners  m ay choose  to go  above  and  beyond ESA 
requirem ents  and  pro tect unoccupied anim al habita t. 
 
Although private  landow ners  a re  not required to pro tect threatened  or endangered p lant 
species  under the  ESA, landow ners a re  encouraged to do  so .  
 
Activities  im plem ented under a  federa lly approved habita t conservation p lan (HCP) a re 
deem ed in conform ance  with  the  ATFS Standard . Additiona l inform ation  on  the 
Endangered  Species  Act is  ava ilab le  a t h ttp ://www.fws.gov/ENDANGERED/esa-
library/pdf/ESA_basics .pdf 
 
In  addition to ESA requirem ents , s ta tes  m ainta in their own lis ts  of pro tected species  and 
lega l requirem ents  for pro tection by landow ners .  
 

Indicator 5.1.1 
Landow ner shall periodica lly confer with  natura l resource agencies , s ta te  natural 
resource  heritage  program s, qualified na tura l resource profess iona ls  or o ther 
current sources  of inform ation  to  dete rm ine  occurrences  of threa tened  or 
endangered  species  on the property and their habita t requirem ents . 

 
GUIDANCE  
Threa tened  or endangered  species  lis ts  a re  m ain ta ined by the  U.S. Fish  and Wildlife  
Service  in  accordance with  the  ESA [h ttp ://ecos .fws.gov/tess_public/ ].Nationally lis ted 
threa tened  or endangered  freshwater fish  that m igra te  to  sea  are  lis ted  by the  Nationa l 
Oceanic and  Atm ospheric Adm inis tra tion’s  Nationa l Marine  Fisheries  Service  (NMFS) 
[h ttp://www.nm fs .noaa.gov/pr/species/esa/]. Contacting  the  s ta te  na tura l resources  agency 
or se rvice representa tive  is  usua lly an e ffective  way to find out if a  property or reg ion is  
known to  conta in  a  threa tened  or endangered  species . Som e threa tened  or endangered 
species  a re  a lso lis ted separa tely by the s ta te  agencies . Please consult the ATFS website  
and  www.natureserve.org / for additional resources  on threatened  or endangered species . 
 
Although landow ners  a re  not required  to do  an  exhaus tive  search  for threa tened or 
endangered  species  on the ir property, under the  AFF Standards, landow ners or designa ted 

http://www.fws.gov/ENDANGERED/esa-library/pdf/ESA_basics.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/ENDANGERED/esa-library/pdf/ESA_basics.pdf
http://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/esa/
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/
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representat ives  a re  expected to m ake a  good-fa ith e ffort prior to  the  s ta rt of  s ignificant 
fores t m anagem ent activities , such  as  a  tim ber harves t or road  construction, to  identify any 
known occurrences  of these  species  on their property through on-s ite  review and the  use 
of a  qualified na tura l resource  professiona l or na tura l heritage  databases . Consultation 
with  appropriate  resources  is  dem onstra ted in m anagem ent  plan  docum enta tion.  
 

Indicator 5.1.2  
Fores t m anagem ent activities  shall incorpora te  m easures  to  pro tect identified 
threa tened or endangered  species  on the property.  

 
 
GUIDANCE 
If there  a re  known occurrences  of threa tened or endangered species  on  the property, the 
landow ner m ay be  required to m ake  provis ions  for pro tection  of the species  and habita t as  
specified by regula tion . Landow ners  or designa ted representa t ives  a re  encouraged to 
consult with a  qualified na tural resource  profess iona l for ass is tance  in  p lanning to pro tect 
threa tened or endangered  species . 
 
The  presence of threa tened  or endangered  species  on the property is  not considered a  
prohib ition of m anagem ent but m ay influence  the tim ing or technique  of m anagem ent 
activities .  
Measures  for habita t pro tections  m ay include : 

• lim ited  m echanical en try in the habita t a rea  
• res tricted pest icide  use in the habita t a rea 
• res idual tree  m aintenance  in the habita t a rea 
• buffer zone es tablishm ent and m ain tenance around the habita t a rea 
• hunting or fish ing lim ita tions  
• s ignage  or m arking  of the  habita t a rea 

 
Perform ance  Measure 5.2 

Landow ner should address  the  desired species  and/or desired fores t com m unities  
when conducting fores t m anagem ent activities , if consis tent with landow ner’s  
object ives . 

 
GUIDANCE 
Landow ners  m ay wish to increase the presence  of one or m ore des ired species  (fish, 
wild life  or p lants ) on the ir property such  as  bobwhite  quail, longleaf pine  or wild  berry 
species .  While  these  goa ls  m ay be  described in  the  landow ner’s  object ives , the  body of 
the  m anagem ent  plan  should  provide  a  descrip tion  of m anagem ent activities  planned to 
achieve  the  s ta ted  objective(s ). Des ired  species  m anagem ent is  only re levant if identified 
as  an  objective by the  landow ner. 
 

Indicator 5.2.1 
Landow ner should consult ava ilable  and access ib le  inform ation on  m anagem ent of 
the  fores t for desired species  and/or fores t com m unities  and integra te  it into  forest 
m anagem ent. 
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GUIDANCE 
Severa l good sources  for desired species  m anagem ent are  readily ava ilab le  to  the 
landow ner: 

• Nonprofit o rganizations  that focus on  the  desired  species   
• Sta te  and federa l agencies  tha t focus  on fish  and  gam e species   
• Extens ion Service  publica tions 

 
Please  consult the  resource  pages on  the  ATFS website for additiona l inform ation  on 
des ired species  m anagem ent. 
S ta te  specific resources  for des ired  species  m anagem ent m ay include  available  s ta te 
Wildlife  and Fores t Action  Plans. 
 
Perform ance  Measure 5.3 

Landow ner should m ake  practical efforts  to  prom ote fores t  hea lth . 

Indicator 5.3.1 
Landow ner should m ake  practica l efforts  to  prom ote fores t  health , including 
prevention, contro l or response to  dis turbances  such as  wild land fire , invasive 
species  and o ther pests , pa thogens or unwanted  vegeta tion , to  achieve  specific 
m anagem ent objectives . 

 
GUIDANCE 
New, previous ly unknown or under-recognized  pes ts , pa thogens and invasive species  are , 
unfortunate ly, em erging  as  se rious  and  im m edia te  threats  to  forest  hea lth . Outbreaks and 
im pacts  m ay be  sudden, widespread  and profound. Given this  and  a  landow ner’s  
deployable  resources , he  or she m ay have lim ited ab ility to  prevent, respond or control the 
im pacts  of a  d is turbance .  
 
Landow ners  or designa ted  representat ives  a re  advised  to take a  practical, proactive 
approach  to prom oting the  res ilience , productivity and vita lity of their fores ts . Landow ners 
or designa ted representa t ives  are  encouraged to  work with the ir qualified  natural resource 
professiona l to  unders tand  and  identify the  range  of s tressors  in  which  their woodlands 
m ay be  vulnerable  and  cons ider m easures  to  prom ote  the  res ilience  and  reduce the 
susceptib ility of the ir properties .   
 
Qualified  natural resource  professiona ls  can  supply the  landow ner or des ignated 
representat ive with inform ation on em erging  fores t  hea lth  is sues  and  techniques for 
preventing, m itigating the  im pacts  of and  responding  to s tressors  and events . Landow ners 
a re  encouraged to take advantage  of opportunities  to  learn about fores t  health  is sues  and 
approaches  for preventing  and responding  to  s tressors  and prom oting  resilience . 
 
On m onitoring  vis its  to  the  property, landow ners  or designa ted  representa t ives  should  be 
a le rt to  potentia l im pacts  to  fores t  health .  
 

https://www.treefarmsystem.org/
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Qualified ATFS inspectors  and  th ird-party assessors  m ay verify com pliance through 
in te rviews  with landow ner or des ignated representa t ive , review of m anagem ent  plan 
docum ents  or observing  the property.   
 

Perform ance  Measure 5.4 
Where  present, forest m anagem ent activities  should  m ainta in or enhance  fores t s  of 
recognized im portance.  

 
 
GUIDANCE 
Fores t s  of recognized im portance (FORI) represent globally, regiona lly and  nationally 
s ignificant la rge landscape  a reas  of exceptiona l ecological, socia l, cu ltura l or bio logical 
va lues . These fores ts  are  evalua ted a t the  landscape  leve l, ra ther than  the s tand  level and 
a re  recognized  for a  com bina tion  of unique  va lues , ra ther than  a  s ingle  attribute . FORIs 
m ay include  but a re  not lim ited to  landscapes  with  exceptiona lly h igh  concentrations  of 
one  or m ore of the following: 

• protected, ra re , sens itive  or representative  fores t ecosystem s such  as  riparian a reas  
and  wetland b iotopes 

• areas  contain ing  endem ic species  and  critical habita ts  of m ultip le  threa tened   or 
endangered  p lant and  anim al species , as  identified  under the  Endangered  Species  
Act (ESA) or o ther recognized  lis tings 

• recognized la rge-scale  cultura l or archeologica l s ites  including s ites  of hum an 
habita tion, cities , buria l grounds and  in  s itu  a rtifacts  

• areas  conta ining  identified  and protected water resources  upon which  la rge 
m etropolitan  popula tions  a re  dependent 

• areas  contain ing identified  unique or geologic fea tures  including  geysers , waterfa lls , 
lava  beds, caves  or cra te rs  

 
In  the  United States , because  of the ir s ignificance , FORIs  have, genera lly, been  identified 
and  pro tected  by federa l or s ta te  governm ents  or a re  under conserva tion  easem ent by an 
environm enta l nonprofit o rganiza tion . There is , a t th is  tim e, no  s ta te  or federa l agency that 
regula tes  FORIs on  priva te  fores t lands in the  United  Sta tes . Severa l conservation 
organizations have identified a reas  tha t they be lieve a re  of exceptiona l s ta tus  ye t there  
rem ains  no  s ingle  centra l clearinghouse  of inform ation regard ing  such  forested 
landscapes. 
 
In  an effort to  support and  facilita te  identification of these resources , AFF developed the  
Fores t s  of Recognized  Im portance Resource as  a  re ference for landow ners  and  qualified 
na tura l resource profess iona ls . This  resource  is  availab le  a t the ATFS website  and 
MyLandPlan.org : 
h ttps://www.treefarm sys tem .org/fori 
h ttps://m ylandplan.org/content/what-forest-recognized-im portance 
 
In  addition, the  AFF Nationa l S tandards Inte rpre tation  Com m ittee (NSIC) also  advises  
consulting  s ta te  forest action  plans, s ta te  wildlife  action  plans  and  s ta te  na tural heritage  
da tabases  as  resources  for identifying FORIs.  
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Due to  the  sm all scale  and  low-in tensity of fam ily fores t operations, inform al assessm ent 
for the  occurrence of FORIs through consulta tion  with  experts  or review of available  and 
access ible  inform ation is  appropriate .  
 
Cons idera tion of FORIs is  re latively new to fores try practice  and p lanning  in the United 
Sta tes . As  such, adoption  of the  m odel has  been  uneven and a  range  of te rm s  has  been 
deployed in the identification, protection  and  m anagem ent for enhancem ent of FORIs .  
Landow ners  or qua lified  na tural resource  profess ionals  m ay use te rm s such as  “h igh 
conserva tion  value  fores ts”  or “ fores ts  of exceptional va lue” or o ther te rm s  to  describe this  
concept, which a re  cons idered acceptable  in  fu lfilling  th is  S tandard . Qualified ATFS 
inspectors  and  th ird-party assessors  a re  advised  to  recognize this  divers ity of te rm s and 
the  in tent in  verifying conform ance.  
 

Indicator 5.4.1 
Appropria te  to  the scale  and  in tensity of the s itua tion, fores t m anagem ent activities 
should  incorpora te  m easures  to  contribute  to  the  conserva tion  of identified fores t s  
of recognized im portance . 

 
GUIDANCE 
Landow ners  or des igna ted  representa t ives  who have  identified  som e or a ll o f the ir fores t 
property as  part of a  FORI should delineate  the a rea on the m aps associa ted with  the 
m anagem ent  plan . Managem ent activities  on or adjacent to  an identified  FORI should seek 
to  contribute  to  or support the  values  that led  to  the des ignation of the  a rea .  
 
For fam ily landow ners , a  m ore like ly scenario is  that the ir property is  ad jacent to  a  s ta te  or 
federa lly pro tected  area  and  identified as  a  FORI a t a  landscape  sca le .  Landow ners  should 
cons ider the im pact to  a  ne ighboring FORI and  opportunities  to  support cons idera tion  of 
specific values  or a ttributes  when planning and  im plem enting activities  on their forest 
property. Given the s ize  and  sca le  of fam ily ownerships  e lig ible  for ATFS certifica tion , 
landow ners  m ay be  lim ited in  the ir ab ilities  to  s ignificantly im pact FORI presence and 
qua lity through m anagem ent a t the sm all scale .  
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Standard  6: Fores t  Aes the t ics  

Fores t m anagem ent activities  recognize  the  value  of fores t  aes thet ics . 
 
Perform ance  Measure 6.1 

Landow ner should m anage  the visual im pacts  of forest m anagem ent activities 
cons is ten t with landowner objectives , the s ize of the forest, the sca le  and intens ity 
of fores t m anagem ent activities  and the loca tion  of the property.  

 
Indicator 6.1.1 
Fores t m anagem ent activities  should  apply visua l qua lity m easures  com patible  with 
appropriate  s ilvicultural practices . 

 
GUIDANCE 
Fores t  aesthe t ics  considera tions  can  be  incorpora ted  in to  m anagem ent p lanning  with  little 
cos t to  the  landow ner.  Em ploying  forest  aesthe t ics  cons idera tions  in to  the m anagem ent  
p lan  can  produce  a  m uch m ore visually appea ling  experience on  property vis its  for owners , 
the ir guests  and passers -by using  nearby public roads. 
 
Many s tate  agencies  have  guidelines  for fores t aes thetics  tha t landow ners , des igna ted 
representat ives  and qua lified na tural resource  professiona ls  can use  to inform  the ir 
m anagem ent. A few good exam ples  include :  
 
Guide to Logging and  Aes the tics  by Geoffrey T. J ones:  
h ttp ://www2.dnr.cornell.edu/ext/info /pubs/Harves ting/A%20Guide%20to%20Logging%20A
esthe tics .pdf 
 
Georgia’s  Bes t Managem ent Practices  for Fores try, Section 7: 
h ttp ://www.gatrees .m obi/resources/publica tions /BMPManualGA0609.pdf 
 
Univers ity of New Ham pshire  Coopera tive Extens ion’s  Good Forestry in the  Granite  State : 
h ttp ://extension .unh.edu/goodfores try/toc.h tm  
 
Voluntary Harvesting Guide lines  for LANDOWNERS IN VERMONT. Chapter 2: 
h ttps://fpr.verm ont.gov/s ites /fpr/files /Forest_and_Fores try/Fores t_Managem ent/Library/VH
G_FINAL_COVER.pdf 
 
Fores t S tewardship : Planning  for Beauty and Enjoym ent 
h ttps://extension .psu .edu/fores t-s tewardship-p lanning-for-beauty-and-enjoym ent 
 
Exam ples  of fores t  aesthe t ic pract ices  include: 

• Place  log-truck-loading  zones  out of public view 
• Put a  bend or turn  in  the  en trance  road to b lock view of tract in terior 
• Follow contour lines  and  tim ber type m argins  with  roads  and harvest boundaries 
• Close  and revegeta te  idle  roads  with  wildlife -friendly p lants  

 

http://www2.dnr.cornell.edu/ext/info/pubs/Harvesting/A%20Guide%20to%20Logging%20Aesthetics.pdf
http://www2.dnr.cornell.edu/ext/info/pubs/Harvesting/A%20Guide%20to%20Logging%20Aesthetics.pdf
http://www.gatrees.mobi/resources/publications/BMPManualGA0609.pdf
http://extension.unh.edu/goodforestry/toc.htm
https://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/Forest_and_Forestry/Forest_Management/Library/VHG_FINAL_COVER.pdf
https://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/Forest_and_Forestry/Forest_Management/Library/VHG_FINAL_COVER.pdf
https://extension.psu.edu/forest-stewardship-planning-for-beauty-and-enjoyment
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Standard  7: Protect  Specia l S ites  

Specia l s it es  a re  m anaged in  ways  that recognize  the ir unique  his torical, archeological, 
cu ltura l, geological, b iological or ecologica l characte ris tics . 
 
Perform ance  Measure 7.1  

Fores t m anagem ent activities  sha ll consider and  m ainta in  any specia l s it es  re levant 
on  the property. 

 
Indicator 7.1.1  
Landow ner sha ll m ake  a  reasonable  e ffort to  loca te  and protect special s it es  
appropriate  for the s ize  of the fores t and the scale and  in tens ity of forest 
m anagem ent activities . 
 

GUIDANCE 
Specia l s it es  are  d iverse  and can be identified  through consulta tion  and consideration 
processes  described be low and during property reconnaissance prior to  preparing the 
m anagem ent  p lan. 
 
Landow ners  or designa ted  representat ives  should  identify special s it es  on m anagem ent  
p lan  m aps  and, where appropriate , on  the  ground.  Som e landow ners  m ay choose  not to  
identify som e specia l s it es  on  a  m ap or on the  ground in  an e ffort to  pro tect these s ites  
from  vandalism  or overuse . 
 
Landow ners  or designa ted  representa t ives  should  m ake  e fforts  to  pro tect any known 
specia l s it es  especially during fores t m anagem ent activities . These e fforts  m ay include 
crea ting  a  vegeta tion buffer, fencing the  a rea  or otherwise dis tinguish ing it from  
surrounding areas . Because  special s it es  a re  often in the ground, m easures  m ay be taken 
to  control eros ion and lim it so il dis turbance. Landow ners  and  designa ted  representat ives 
a re  advised to review the ir special s it es  m ap and protection p lan with qua lified na tura l 
resource professiona ls  and  qualified contractors  ass is ting in fores t m anagem ent activities . 
Afte r harvests , landow ners  and  des igna ted  representa t ives  are  encouraged to follow up to 
ensure  adequate  protection.  
 
S ites  of his torica l, archeological and cultural im portance a re  identified on the Nationa l 
Regis te r of His toric Places , a  lis ting  adm inis tered  by the Nationa l Park Service or by Sta te  
His toric Preserva tion  Offices  (SHPOs), s ta te  agencies  that oversee  the preserva tion  efforts  
in  the ir s ta te . Lis ting  of s ites  on  the  National Regis ter  
(h ttps ://www.nps .gov/subjects /na tiona lreg is te r/da tabase-research .htm ) reflect a 
de te rm ina tion  of a  s ite ’s  s ignificance  to  the  his tory of a  com m unity, s ta te  or the  nation. AFF 
recognizes  this  dete rm ina tion  of s ignificance  and  requires  protections of such  s ites  under 
certifica tion , as  directed  by law.  
 
Federa l law does not require  protections of s ites  lis ted on the National His toric Regis te r so 
long  as  there  are  no federa l m onies  attached  to  the property. However, there  m ay be s ta te  
or local preserva tion  laws  in  p lace . Many SHPOs m ainta in  web-based  d irectories  of their 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/database-research.htm
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lis tings for re ference  by landow ners  and  des igna ted  representat ives . Landow ners  and 
des igna ted representat ives  m ay wish to contact local h is torical societies  and m useum s for 
additiona l inform ation  on  s ites  of loca l s ignificance  and any preservation  laws  applying  to 
them . It is  im portant to  note  that his tory agencies  vary widely in  the ir s ta ffing  and capacities  
for consulta tion  with  landow ners or des igna ted  representa t ives .  
 
Many properties  m ay include h is torica l, cultura l or a rcheologica l s ites  tha t a re  not lis ted in 
Nationa l His toric Regis te r or SHPO lis tings . Landow ners  m ay choose  to  des igna te  s ites  not 
lis ted  by relevant au thorities  as  special s ites . To do so , landow ners  and des ignated 
representat ives  should eva luate  s ites  for congruence  with  all o f the fo llowing criteria : 
 

• Significance: Sites  m ay be s ignificant if (A.) associa ted with events  tha t have m ade 
a  s ignificant contribution  to the broad patte rns  of our his tory; or (B.) associa ted with 
the  lives  of s ignificant persons of the past; o r (C.) they em body d is tinctive 
characte ris tics  of a  type, period or m ethod of cons truction, or represent the work of 
a  m as ter, o r tha t possess  h igh  a rtis tic va lues , or that represent a  s ignificant and 
d is tinguishable  en tity whose com ponents  m ay lack individual d is tinction; or (D.) 
they yielded  or m ay be  likely to yield  inform ation  im portan t in  his tory or prehis tory.  

• Age: At least 50 years  old .  
• In tegrity:  The s ite  m us t re tain its  h is torical phys ica l in tegrity with its  character-

defining  features  s till p resent. A building , s tructure  or landscape  fea ture  m us t be 
re la tive ly unchanged.  An archaeological s ite  m us t be re latively undis turbed, with 
its  patterns  and  layers  of a rtifacts  and  other a rchaeological evidence  re latively 
in tact.  A traditiona l cu ltura l s ite  m ust be recognizable  to  today's  affilia ted cultura l 
group, evidenced through tradition  and s till used  or revered in som e way. 

 
Specia l s ites  of bio logica l and geological s ignificance m ay be identified through 
consulta tion undertaken  rela ted to the identification of FORIs and threatened  or 
endangered  species  and  com m unities  (Standard  5).  
 
In  addition  to these  crite ria , landow ners  m ay des ignate  s ites  of persona l s ignificance  to 
them . 
 
Qualified  ATFS inspectors  and  third-party assessors  m ay verify for conform ance  by 
in te rviewing the landow ner or qua lified na tura l resource  profess iona l for awareness , 
reviewing p lanning  docum ents  and  associa ted  opera ting records  and/or by observing the 
property. 
 
Additional inform ation  and  guidance  about specia l s it es  a re  available  a t the  ATFS webs ite  
a t h ttps://www.treefarm sys tem .org/special-s ites .  
  

https://www.treefarmsystem.org/special-sites
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Standard  8: Fores t  Product  Harvest s  and Other Act ivit ies  

Fores t  product  harves ts  and  other m anagem ent activities  a re  conducted  in accordance  with 
the  landow ner’s  object ives  and consider o ther fores t va lues . 
 
Perform ance  Measure 8.1 

Landow ner should use  qua lified na tura l resource profess ionals  and  qua lified 
cont ractors  when contracting for services . 

 
Indicator 8.1.1 
Landow ner should seek qualified natura l resource profess ionals  and qualified 
cont ractors . 
 

GUIDANCE 
The  services  of qualified  na tural resource profess iona ls  and qua lified  contactors  can prove 
very cost-effective for landow ners .   
 
Many s ta tes  have  reg is tra tion or licensing  system s  for foreste rs  and  wild life  m anagers .  The 
people  lis ted by these sys tem s have passed rigorous  qualification exam s and are  required 
to  regularly obta in continuing educa tion .  
 
S ta te  forestry and wild life  agencies  often  can  provide  re ferra l lis ts  of qua lified na tural 
resource profess ionals  who are  working  in  the s ta te  or county.  
 
The  Society of Am erican Fores ters  has  a  Certified Foreste r program : 
h ttps://www.eforeste r.org / 
 
The  Wild life  Socie ty has  a  Certified Wildlife  Bio logis t program : 
h ttps://wildlife .org /learn /profess ional-developm ent-certification/cwbawb-directory/ 
 
The  Association of Consulting  Fores ters  is  a  na tional association of fores try consultants : 
h ttp ://www.acf-foreste rs .org 
 
The  Am erican  Fores t Foundation’s  www.m ylandplan .org has  a  foreste r d irectory.    
 
A qua lified na tural resource profess ional often will be fam iliar with the qua lified  
cont ractors  who are  doing  forestry-re lated  work in the  area  and  can  m ake 
recom m endations .   
 
Please consult the  resource  pages for landow ners  on the ATFS website , for help in finding 
qua lified  cont ractors  who are  tra ined  in BMP and regulatory com pliance , as  well as 
ass is tance  in  finding  qua lified na tural resource  profess ionals . 
 

 
 
 

https://www.eforester.org/
https://wildlife.org/learn/professional-development-certification/cwbawb-directory/
http://www.acf-foresters.org/
http://www.mylandplan.org/
http://www.treefarmsystem.org/
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Indicator 8.1.2 
Landow ner should  engage  qua lified  cont ractors  who carry appropriate  insurance 
and  com ply with appropria te  federal, s ta te  and  loca l safe ty and fa ir labor rules , 
regula tions and  s tandard  practices 1. 

 
GUIDANCE 
 Landow ners  and des igna ted  representa t ives  a re  encouraged to s tipula te  tha t contractors  
m us t be in com pliance  with  all re levant laws  and  regulations.  A qua lified  natural resource 
professiona l can  help with  th is  process . 
Landow ners  a re  encouraged to  discuss  liability is sues  with  their insurance  agent and  the ir 
a ttorney to  gain  a  perspective on  appropriate  insurance m inim um s tha t they m ight require  
of contractors . 
 

Indicator 8.1.3 
Landow ners  should  re ta in appropriate  contracts  or records for fores t  product  
harves ts  and o ther m anagem ent activities  to  dem onstrate  conform ance  to the 
Standards . 

 
GUIDANCE 
Landow ners  or des igna ted  representa t ives  should  review the  Standards  before  planning 
m anagem ent activities .  When contracting  for fores try activities , landow ners  or des igna ted 
representat ives  should specify tha t appropriate  s ta te  fores t ry BMPs m ust be  adhered  to .   
Other contract specifica tions m ight include :  

• Protection of special s ites  or habita ts  
• Adherence  to labor laws  
• Requirem ents  for adequate  insurance 
• Protection of so il and water in tegrity 
• Residua l tree  dam age 
• Fores t road  m aintenance  and  res tora tion 
• Fence  and  gate  pro tection  and/or res toration 
• Litte r control 
• Hazardous  m ateria l spill p revention and clean-up  

Exam ples  of fores try activities  requiring review for AFF Standards  com pliance : 
• Harves t opera tions  including  tim ber and nontim ber products 
• Site  preparation and  refores tation 
• Fores t road  cons truction  and  m aintenance 
• Mineral extraction 
• Hunting  and fishing 
• Invas ive species  control 
• Pes t m anagem ent 

 
1 Auditors shall consider any complaints alleging violation of fair labor rules filed by workers or organized labor 
since the previous third-party certification audit. The auditor shall not take action on any labor issues pending in a 
formal grievance process or before federal, state or local agencies or the courts, however, until those processes are 
completed. Absent a record of documented complaints or noncompliances, contractors and managers are assumed 
to be in compliance with this indicator.  
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As a  genera l ru le , landow ners  are  encouraged to  reta in  contracts  or records for 
m anagem ent activities  for three years .  
 
Perform ance  Measure 8.2  

Landow ner or designa ted  representa tive  sha ll m onitor forest  product  harves ts  and 
o ther m anagem ent activities  to  ensure  they conform  to their objectives . 

 
Indicator 8.2.1 
Harves t, u tilization, rem oval and  other m anagem ent activities  shall be  conducted in 
com pliance  with  the  landow ner’s  object ives  and  to  m ain tain  the  potentia l of the 
property to produce fores t  products  and  other benefits  sus tainably. 

 
GUIDANCE 
The  landow ners  m ay m onitor harves ting  and  o ther activities  personally or they m ay 
em ploy som eone e lse  to  do  it for them .  Many landow ners  engage a  qua lified  natural 
resource profess ional for this  function. 
 
If the  landow ner’s  object ives  do not specify d irectives  as  to  harves t, u tilization and 
rem ovals , reg ional norm s  and accepted  practices  a re  expected.   
 
The  in tent of Perform ance  m easure  8.2 is  to  ensure  the  m aintenance  of “ the  potentia l of 
the  property to  produce  fores t  products  and  o ther benefits  susta inably.”   Good planning, 
u tilizing  qualified natura l resource  profess iona ls , engaging com petent qua lified 
cont ractors  and using  an  e ffective  contract go a  long  way toward  th is  end . 
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Glossary of Term s 
 
adapt ive  m anagem ent : A dynam ic approach  to  forest m anagem ent in  which  the  effects  of 
trea tm ents  and  decis ions  a re  continua lly m onitored  and  used, a long with  research  results , 
to  m odify m anagem ent on  a  continuing  bas is  to  ensure that objectives  are  be ing m et 
(Helm s, e t a l., The  Dictionary of Forestry, Socie ty of Am erican Foreste rs , 2018). 
 
adverse  regula tory act ions : Written warnings , cita tions or fines  is sued by law enforcem ent 
or regula tory bodies .  
 
a fforesta t ion: Process  of plan ting or seeding trees  on  an  a rea of land tha t have been under 
a  d iffe rent use , transform ing land use  from  non-forest to  forest. 
 
b iodivers ity: The varie ty and  abundance  of life  form s , processes , functions  and  s tructures  
of  plan ts , anim als  and o ther living  organism s , including  the  rela tive  com plexity of species , 
com m unities , gene pools  and ecosys tem s  at spa tia l sca les  tha t range  from  local through 
regiona l to  g lobal (Helm s , e t a l., The  Dictionary of Fores try, Society of Am erican Foreste rs , 
2018). 
 
com plain t : Labor com pla ints  are  those  with  form al docum enta tion filed  through a  s ta te’s  
fa ir labor practices  board  or s im ila r body.  
 
convers ion: Rem oval of natural or h is torica l vege ta tive  cover to  convert land use from  
fores t to  non-forest, o r non-forest to  forest. 
 
des ired  species: Those  species  of flora  and  fauna  designa ted in  the  landowner’s 
m anagem ent plan  and not known to  cause  nega tive im pacts  on  the  loca l environm ent.  
 
des igna ted representa t ive : A person  designa ted  by a  landowner to represent h im  or her. 
Des igna ted representatives  m ay include, but are  not lim ited to, fam ily m em bers , trus tees , 
property m anagers , qua lified na tural resource profess ionals  and lawyers .   
 
ecosys tem : A b iologica l com m unity of inte racting organism s and  their phys ical 
environm ent. 
 
ecosys tem  services: Benefits  obta ined from  ecosys tem s. Provis ioning  Services  or the 
provis ion  of food, fresh  water, fuel, fiber, and  o ther goods ; Regulating  Services  such  as  
carbon, water, and  disease  regula tion  as  well as  pollina tion; Supporting  Services  such as  
so il form ation  and  nutrien t cycling; and  Cultura l Services  such  as  educa tional, aes thetic, 
and  cultural heritage va lues  as  well as  recrea tion and  tourism . (based  on Millennium  
Ecosys tem  Assessm ent, 2005) 
 
fores t  aesthe t ics : Fores t aes thetics  is  the application of practices  that enhance  the visua l 
qua lity of tim ber m anagem ent for forest products . These practices  should  be carried  out 
with  the com panion goa ls  of protecting  and  conserving water and  a ir quality, soil 
p roductivity and wildlife  habita t 
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fores t  hea lth : The  perceived  condition  of a  fores t derived from  cons idera tion of such factors  
as  its  age, s tructure , com pos ition, function, vigor, vita lity, p resence  of unusua l leve ls  of 
insects  or d isease  and res ilience  to  d is turbance  and  a  range of s tressors . 
 
fores t  m anagem ent- the  practica l application  of b iologica l, phys ica l, quantita tive, 
m anagerial, econom ic, social, and  policy princip les  to  the  regenera tion, m anagem ent, 
u tilization, and conserva tion of forests  to  m eet specified goa ls  and  objectives  while 
m ain ta ining  the  productivity of the fores t m anagem ent includes  m anagem ent for 
aes the tics , fish , recreation , urban values , water, wilderness , wildlife , wood products  and  
o ther fores t resource va lues . (Helm s , e t a l., The  Dictionary of Fores try, Society of Am erican 
Fores te rs , 2018). 
 
fores t  plan ta t ion: A fores t of introduced or native  species  es tab lished through p lanting, of 
the  sam e age and  genera lly the sam e species . 
 
fores t  products: Goods  and  m aterials  derived  from  the  forest that a re  tangib le  and  phys ical 
objects  of bio logical orig in. Such  m aterials  m ay include, but a re  not lim ited to, tim ber, 
fue lwood, fibers , b iom ass , leaves , fru it, grass , fungi, berries , res ins , gum s, anim al parts , 
water, soil, grave l, s tone  and  o ther m inera ls  on  forest land. In  addition , products  m ay a lso  
include o ther quantifiab le  goods or se rvices  including carbon s torage  or water pro tection. 
 
fores t s  of recognized  im portance (FORI): Globally, reg ionally and na tionally s ignificant 
la rge fores t landscape a reas  of exceptiona l ecological, socia l, cu ltural or b iologica l va lues . 
These  fores ts  a re  eva lua ted  at the  landscape level, ra ther than the s tand  leve l, and a re 
recognized for a  com bina tion of unique va lues , ra ther than a  s ingle  attribute .  
 
gene t ically m odified  t rees : Trees  tha t have had  gene tic m odifications  resulting  from  the 
d irect introduction of one  or m ore genes from  another non-tree  organism  using 
recom binant DNA technology. Clones  and trees  produced via  grafting, vege tative 
propagation or tis sue cu ltures  and  hybrids  deve loped by natural processes  a re  not 
cons idered gene tica lly m odified under the  ATFS Standards.  
 
good faith : A diligent and  hones t e ffort.  
 
g roup m anager:  The individual(s) designa ted by the  Independently Managed Group (IMG) 
organization to m anage  the adm inis trative elem ents  of an  IMG and com ply with the 
Am erican Tree Farm  Sys tem ® (ATFS) IMG Certification Standards  (2015-2020). 
 
ind icator: Identifies  specific actions  or activities  that dem ons tra te  conform ance. 
 
independent ly m anaged group (IMG): A com pany, corpora tion, firm , au thority or 
ins titution that is  a  lega l entity.   The entity has  its  own functions and  adm inis tration and 
cons is ts  of a  group m anager and  individua l qualified group m em bers  seeking to 
co llectively im plem ent and becom e certified  to the AFF Standards  and ATFS IMG 
Standards .   All IMGs are  required  to  undergo  audits , by accredited  third-party assessors , 
to  ensure  conform ance with the ATFS Standards  and  the  ATFS IMG Standards. 
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in tegrated  pes t  m anagem ent : A pest control, suppression  or prevention  approach  tha t 
u tilizes  a  su ite  of com plem entary s tra tegies  including  m echanical, b iological, cultura l, 
phys ica l, gene tic and chem ical approaches . 
 
invas ive species: Plants , anim als , or pathogens that a re  non-native to the  ecosystem  under 
cons ideration and whose  in troduction causes  or is  likely to cause harm . (USDA Nationa l 
Invas ive Species  Inform ation Center, 2014)  
 
landow ner: Entity tha t holds  title  to  the property to be certified. 
 
landow ner’s  object ives: the  s ta ted  landowner des ires , reasons for ownership and potentia l 
activities  tha t guide the m anagem ent of the property.  
 
m anagem ent  plan: Docum ents  tha t guide actions  and that change in response  to feedback 
and  changed conditions , goals , ob jectives  and  policies . Managem ent plans m ay 
incorporate  several docum ents  including, but not lim ited to, harves t plans , activity 
im plem enta tion schedules , perm its , research , e tc. For the purposes  of the Am erican Tree 
Farm  Sys tem ® elig ible  m anagem ent plans , plan  am endm ents  m ay include  le tte rs , no tes  
and  o ther form s  of inform al updates  in  addition  to form al p lan revis ions . The  term  
“m anagem ent p lan”  is  inclus ive of s tewardship  plans  and o ther s im ila r docum ents  that 
describe resources , landowner objectives  and  m anagem ent s tra tegies .  
 
na tura lized: A non-native  p lan t tha t does  not need  hum an help  to  reproduce  and  m ain tain 
itself over tim e in an  area  beyond its  h is torical range .   
 
perform ance m easure : Refines  the s tandard’s  in tent and describes  considerations and 
pa thways for conform ance . 
 
pes t icide :  Pes ticides  include  chem ica ls  com m only known as  fungicides , herbicides , 
insecticides  and rodenticides .  
 
p rescribed  burn: A fire  in ten tiona lly ignited  by m anagem ent in  accordance  with  applicable  
laws, policies , and regula tions to m eet specific objectives  (Helm s, e t a l., The  Dictionary of 
Fores try, Socie ty of Am erican Foreste rs , 2018).  
 
qua lified  cont ractor: Fores t contractors  who have  com pleted  recom m ended certification, 
licensing ,  tra in ing or  educa tion program s offered  in their respective  s ta tes .  
qua lified na tural resource  profess ional: A person  who by tra ining  and experience can  m ake 
fores t m anagem ent recom m endations. Exam ples  include fores te rs , so il scien tis ts , 
hydrologis ts , fores t engineers , forest ecologis ts , fishery and wild life  bio logis ts  or 
technically tra ined specia lis ts  in  such fie lds .  
 
qua lified ATFS inspector:  A qua lified na tura l resource professiona l who has  com ple ted 
ATFS- required  tra ining  for certifying  fores ted  properties  and is  e lig ible  to  inspect 
properties  on beha lf of ATFS. ATFS requires  a ll tra ined inspectors  m eet approved e lig ibility 
requirem ents .   
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regenera t ion  harves t : Harves t of a  fores t with  a  goa l to  es tablish  a  young new stand  of 
trees , by rem oving  a ll o r com ponents  of an  exis ting  s tand . 
 
re foresta t ion: Re-es tablishm ent of forest th rough p lanting  or seeding  on  land  class ified as  
fores t. (FAO 2018) 
 
sca le : The  extent of fores t opera tions  on the landscape /certified property. 
 
sha ll:  Respons ibilities  or obligations tha t include  the word “sha ll”  a re  cons idered core 
e lem ents  tha t a re  required  for certifica tion  under the Am erican Tree Farm  System . 
 
should : Responsib ilities  or obliga tions that include  the word  “should”  a re  d irectives  that 
draw on personal and profess ional judgm ent of foreste rs , landowners  and assessors . 
These  d irectives  a llow for la titude  in  im plem enta tion  to  the  greatest practical extent in  
g iven  circum stances  and  are  justifiable  in  a  third-party verification process . 
 
specia l s it es : Those  a reas  offering unique  his torica l, a rcheologica l, cu ltura l, geological, 
b io logica l or ecological va lue. Specia l s ites  include : 

A. His torical, a rchaeologica l, cu ltural and cerem onia l s ites ; 
B. S ites  of im portance to wildlife  such as  rookeries , re fuges, fish  spawning 

grounds , verna l ponds and  she lte rs  of h ibernating anim als; 
C. Unique ecologica l com m unities  such as  springs , g lades , savannas, fens  and 

bogs ;  
D. Geologica l fea tures  such  as  te rm inal m ora ines , cliffs  and  caves ;  
E. S ites  of im portance  to  the  landowner.  

 
s t andard:  An overarching  principle  of sustainability. 
 
s t a te  fores t ry bes t  m anagem ent  pract ice(s) (BMPs): Forestry BMPs are  genera lly accepted 
fores t m anagem ent guide lines  tha t have been  deve loped by s ta te  fores try agencies  with 
broad  public s takeholder input.  
 
sus ta inability: The  capacity of fores ts , ranging from  s tands to  ecoregions , to  m ain tain  their 
hea lth, productivity, divers ity and overall in tegrity, in  the long run , in  the  context of hum an 
activity (Helm s, e t a l., The  Dictionary of Forestry, Socie ty of Am erican Fores te rs , 1998).  
 
sus ta inable  fores t  m anagem ent : The practice  of m eeting  the  fores t resource  needs  and 
va lues  of the  present without com prom ising the  s im ila r capability of future  generations ; 
p racticing a  land  s tewardship e thic tha t integra tes  the  reforesta tion , m anaging, growing, 
nurturing , and harvesting  of trees  for useful products  with the conserva tion of soil, a ir, and 
water qua lity, wild life  and  fish habita t and  aes the tics . (Helm s, e t a l., The  Dictionary of 
Fores try, Socie ty of Am erican Foreste rs , 2018). 
 
 
th ird-party assessor: A qua lified  natural resource  professiona l who has  com ple ted ATFS- 
required tra ining  for third-party assessors  and  is  contracted or em ployed by an 
In te rnational Accredita tion  Forum  (IAF)-accredited  certifica tion  body. 
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th rea tened  or endangered: Defined  and  lis ted  under the  U.S. Endangered  Species  Act 
(ESA) and lis ted under applicable  s ta te  or provincial laws  as  requiring pro tection . 
 
visua l quality m easures: Modifica tions of fores try practices  in  cons idera tion of public view, 
including  tim ber sale  layout, road  and  log landing  locations , in tersections  with  public 
roadways, d is tributing logging residue , tree  re tention, tim ing  of opera tions  and  o ther 
factors  re levant to  the  sca le  and loca tion  of the pro ject. (see  forest  aesthe t ics ) 
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